
L A N E WAY  PA R K - I N G  I N  R E G A L  H E I G H T S
Creating new community green spaces in laneways.
The Regal Heights Residents’ Association and The Laneway Project are 
partnering to transform the unnamed laneway behind the Dufferin/St. 
Clair Toronto Public Library Branch into a place for people to connect 
with each other and nature.

WHAT IS LANEWAY PARK-ING?
Laneway Park-ing is an annual initiative of 
The Laneway Project that was conceived as a 
COVID-19 recovery program to address geo-
graphic inequities in parkland provision across 
Toronto, which impacts community health  and 
long-term resiliency, by ”parkifying” under-
utilized, utilitarian laneways to create complete, 
vibrant alternative public green spaces. 

The Laneway Project is a nonprofit social enterprise and a full-
service, placemaking firm transforming Toronto’s laneways 
from underutilized, utilitarian spaces into complete, vibrant 
public shared spaces. Since their founding in 2014, The 
Laneway Project has worked with over thirty communities 
across Toronto to activate and transform their laneways, 

developed public resources for grassroots organizations to use for their own independent projects, 
and seen to the integration of laneways as people-friendly spaces into city planning documents.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Visit thelanewayproject.ca/park-ing

Follow @lanewayproject on social media
Contact Bronwen at  

bronwen@thelanewayproject.ca

Interested in becoming a funding or delivery 
partner? We’re looking to build relationships 
with other organizations making Toronto better!

MASTER PLANNING

Do you live, work or play in the neighbourhood? 
Lend us your local expertise and let us know 
what you want to see in your laneway!

Are you a local property owner or tenant? 
Request an improvement to your property!

Are you a local manufacturer, supplier, or 
tradespersons? Let us know, we source mat
erials and labour locally whenever possible!

Looking to get involved and build connections 
with your community? Volunteer to help trans
form the laneway or become a laneway steward!

CONCEPT
A PLACE FOR PEOPLE & NATURE

Parks are places for people to 
connect with each other and 
nature, that also provide ecosystem  
services, like reduced stormwater 
runoff, which mitigate the economic 
burden, by freeing capacity, on our 
infrastructure systems. Contributing 
to the overall resiliency and health 
of our communities.

Laneway Park-ing will create a new, 
complete,  high-quality alternative 
urban green space in your laneway 
to provide these benefits and help 
address the lack of local access to 
parkland in the area, by introducing:

• Native trees and gardens;
• Traffic-calming/safety 

interventions;
• Pedestrian lighting;
• Street furniture; and 
• Public art

To the right-of-way itself and in the 
unused marginal spaces on the rear 
of lane-facing properties.

GOALS
• Improve the social, cultural, 

economic, and environmental 
performance/sustainability  
of the area to support long-
term community resiliency and 
health

• Create an alternative urban 
green space to address local 
parkland need by making more 
efficient and cost-effective use 
of an existing public land asset

• Build community capacity for 
future productive collaboration 
through the project process

• Integrate the laneway with the 
adjacent library as a space for 
community programming

• Introduce green infrastructure 
to provide ecosystem services 
such as increased stormwater 
infiltration, a reduction in the 
local Heat Island Effect, and  
improved natural habitat and 
biodiversity, to mitigate the 
eco nomic and environmental 
impacts of climate change

GET INVOLVED
This is a community-led and focused 

project. Public participation and 
engagement throughout the project life-

cycle is integral to project success!

Public life has been pushed outdoors to an 
unprecedented degree, but there is simply not 
enough parkland to accommodate demand and 
support the environmental and social health and 
resiliency of our communities. Toronto has a 28m2 of 
parkland/person target, however, actual provision 
rates in neighbourhoods in the urban core including 
Regal Heights, fall between 012m2 parkland/
person. Development pressures make acquiring 
adequate land for parks a financial and logistical challenge. However, there is over 300 acres in public 
laneways across the city which are underutilized, as utilitarian spaces designed to provide local service 
access to properties: Laneways though have great potential to costeffectively contribute social and 
environmental benefits to our communities through scalable and innovative interventions. Help us close 
the parkland equity gap by transforming your local laneway into a public green space for your community!


